
Two Historical 
Plaques Unveiled 
At Middlemarch 

The marking of the Talbot road as one of Upper Canad<l. 
most important highways and the commemmoration of Dr. Joh • 
.Rolph, one of its earliest residents. was delayed too long, accon· 
ing to Dr. Willrid Jury, curator of the University of Westen 
Ontario's Mu.seum. 

Dr. Jury. speaking at the Middlemarch Women's Institute 
Hall before about 75 residents.------------
of the road and their guests, the site of St. Thomas. Two years 
took part in a dedication service later he was ordered to extenc. 

the road to Amherstburg and to 
that included the unveiling of survey branch 1 i n e s connecting 
two plaques Sunday afternoon. with the settlement to the north. 

1o choosing t he Talbot r oad By means of this early coloniza-
tion road much of the north shore 

and Dr. Rolp..h for commem· Of Lake Erie was settled." 
moration,Dr. J ury stated the De- The dedication ceremony was 
partment of Travel and Publicity, presided over by Mrs. J . R. Fut-

cher, c h a i r m a, n of the Elgin 
actiltg on tbe advice of the AI·cb- County Museum Committee and 
eologieal and Historic Sites Board a member of the Archaeological 
sponsors of the plaques, had made and Historic Sites Board. 
wise selections. It was the duty Warden Liddle, who lauded the 
of the nine-member board. be Middlemarch Women's Institute 
added to mark memorable places for their efforts in securing the 
and also to keep people aware of plaques, said "They will serve to 
the contributions to society made remind us of the pioneer leaders 
by early Canadians. ~d what they bad to go through 

m order to make this community 
The ceremony was held at the a better place in which to live." 

Jtall prior to the unveiling or the Mayor v. A. B a r r i e, of St. 
two plaques. the one to Dr. Ro!t>h Thomas. in echoing Warden Lid
being unveiled by Dr. J. D. Cur- die's sentiments, added that "1m-
tis, 92-year-old St. Thomas phy- ta t 1 
siciaD and representative of the por n ear Y people and places 

would soon be f o r g o t t e n if 
Elgin County Medical Association. plaques were not erected in their 
and the plaque commemmorating memory." 
the Talbot road by Warden Har- James A. McBain, M.P. for El-
vey Liddle, of Elgin County. gin, spoke of the important work 
AT ROLPH SITE done by John Rolph, both as a 

lkected in front of the site of physician and lawyer and stated 
llbe old Rolph homestead. the pta- be h~d a picture of the prominent 
ttue to Dr. Rolph reads: "The Hon- 'lentleman that would be donated 
orable Jo)ln Rolph, M.D. 1793- to the Elgin CountY Museum 
1870. This property once belonged "when _I ~ind time to dig it out of 
to John Rolph, a prominent phy- my aUJc. . 
5ician, lawyer and legislator. In summmg up the work of the 
Born in England, he emigrated to · Archaeological and .Historic Sites 
Upper Canada in 1812. In 1824, Bo3:rd R .. K. McNeil, M.P.P. for 
with Dr. Charles Duncombe, he El~. po~ted to f o u r other un
established at St. Thomas the pro- veilings lD Elgin County within 
vtnce's first medical school, the t~e last couple or years. He men
'Talbot Dispensatory>. A reform- honed the P 1 a q u e s at old St. 
er, Rolph represented Middlesex '!homas ~burch, to C?aptain Dan
in the Assembly, 1824-29, and 1el RapelJe at the C1ty Hall, St. 
Norfolk, 1836-37. Although not an Thomas; to Mablon Burwell at 
active· particpant in the Rebellion P?rt ~urwell and to John Bost-
of 1837, he wu so seriously impli- WICk at Port Stanley • . 
cated tha t he was impelled to nee A detailed account of the his
to the U. S. He returned to Can- tory of the Talbot road. including 
ada in 1843 and established a me- ~e naming o~ Middlemarch an~ 
dical school at Toronto and be- Fmgal was g1ven by Mrs. Alt
eame the founder of the radical Lyle while F. Nimmo. reeve o 
clear Grit party, 1849-50, and pre- South":old To~nship, also relat 
sident of the legislative CoWJcil some m~re~ting facts about i 
1855-67." early begmmng. 

Rev. George Johnstone presi 
t'ALBOT ROAD PLAQUE dent of the St. Thomas a~d Elgil 

Closer to St. Thomas, in front County Ministerial Association 
Of the home Of Dr. Neil Munro, felt that some men were made b 
the plaque in honor o! the Talbot the times and some for the times. 
road is inscribed witll the !'ollQw- Dr. Rolph. he said, came under 
inf words: "This road, named the latter category. 
after Col. Thomas Talbot, founder Others who spoke briefly were 
Of the Talbot Settlement, was one Mrs. Lenore Butler. president of 
of Upper Canada's earliest pio- the Middlemarch Women's lnsti
aeer highways. Surveyed in 1804 tute and Mrs. Neil Munro. who 
by J o h n Bostwick, it ran from played a major pa~ in having the 
Sayle's •Mills <Waterf(f'd) to Port plaques erected. 
ralhot. In 1909 porions of the Following the unvelling cere-
<'Oad line were chan~ ' by Mab- mony a social hour was held at j 
on Burwell, who rf it_ through the haD. 
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PART II 

THE TALBOT ROAD 

. .,.. 
MRS. ALEX LYLE 

Member of Middlemarch Women's Institute 

MR. F. NIMMO 
Reeve of Southwold Township 

MR. HARVEY LIDDLE 
Unveiling of Plaque 

REV. GEORGE J OHNSTONE 

• 

President of the Elgin County Ministerial Association 
Dedicatory Prayers 

• 
You are invited to afternoon tea following the ceremonies, 

served by the members of the Middlemarch Women's Insti
tute, sponsors of the unveiling ceremonies. .. .. 
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PART I 

THE HONOURABLE JOHN ROLPH, M.D. 
1793-1870 

MRS. J . R. FUTCHER, Chairman 
Chairman of the Elgin County 

MR. HARVEY LIDDLE 
Warden Elgin County 

MR. VINCENT A. BARRIE 
Mayor, City of St. T homas 

MR. ] AMES McBAIN 
M.P. Elgin County 

MR. RONALD McNEIL 
M.P.P. Elgin County 

PROFESSOR ] . M. S. CARELESS 
History Department, T oronto University 

Representing Archaeological and Historic Sites 
Advisory Board of the Province of Ontario 

Representative Elgin County Medical Association 

DR. ] AMES D. CURTIS 
Unveiling of Plaque 
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~ Named Vi/lag 
Aftfl Famed· 
Fingal Caves 

By A. 8. Garrett 

On the 1outh side of the main 
thoroughfa re, and east of the 
cross-roads at Fingal, is a large 
two-storey brick house with many 
gables on the roof. Thla Ia the 
house built by Amaaa Wood When • 
he WQI In buslneu lil FingaL He 

lis remembered for hla many 
phllanthrople1. 

[ 

The house Ia now In the pouea
slon of Fergus L. Cron .It Son 
known as "Gable Terrace." I 

.. Wal.•ll three bc.c"kdl:h:t:~ i.A-•' 
woctt floors and a ilu . fireplace 
with metal .front. There Ia a 
la rge two-storey brick kitchen at 
the rear. 

M:. Cron, a hortlculturilt, wu 
buay perfecting a purple gladlola 
to be known as "The Lord'a 
Prayer," when t he wxlter called 
at his house recently. 

• Fint Store~~ 
The t'11"11 earliest store.! in Sou th

wold were kept by George Elliott, 
east of Fingal, and by CoL M c
Queen 011. hla farm a abort dist 
ance west of E lliott's. Amasa 
Wood, a. young halt-brother of 
McQueen'• wife, ll~d his early 
training with him. 

In 1830, Wood purchased a tav
ern, built by Wllllam Burwell, 

tat the comer of Talbot and Union 
roada, and set up a hotel keeper. 
Levi Fowler, whou 1ister Wood 
bad married, opened a .tore n ear
by ln the 1880'1 and 'lx>e!lme flnt 
poltmaater of fhe village wn.cll 
was named Fingal, after the Fin· 
gal Cave• ln Scotland. 

In 1841, Amal& Wood joined 
Fowler In his bua!ne111 and con
tinued It after his partner retired. 
Having ~rucceeded McQueen aa a 
contractor for supplies to the 
Indian reserve near-by, Wood 
soon lald the foundation ol a 
large fortune. Many yean after
wards he removed to St. Thomas 
and founded the Amaaa Wood 
Hospital. 

Mr. Wood made many bene
faction• to his Indian frienda of 
the serve before l}j,! eath. 

Laid Out In 1880 
Fingal was laid out aa a village 

ln 1830, the tour comer lots be
Ing owned by the two Burwells 
(Samuel and Lewis) and Nevills 
and Cowal. Later well-known 
merchants In Fingal Included 
Robert Blackwood, William Ark
ell, George McKenzie and J . P. 
e.nd PhUip Finlay. 

In 1872, the population of FlngaJ 
was rated at 1100 and the follow
Ing firms were listed - Mac
pherson, Glasgow lc Co. Foundry, 
John Conn's cheeae factory, Wil
liam A. Doyle's marble works, 
George Metcalfe'• cabinet worka, l 
Thomaa Casey' a tannery, Tomkin 1 

Bros. grist, flour and lumber mills, 
!nd Fulton Bros. aawm!D aa4 ~
eer factory. There weN" 
hotels - the Fulton HoJM(. 
by Fulton -Bros.; the 
House, k ept by Cap~ 
Sweeney; and the Farm_.. 
conducted by Joseph Smltlt. 

By far the most l.ml-'llil!" 
Industry wu the M:w: 
Glasgow .It Co., which 
ured threshing machl.Dea. -
menclng ln 1M8, they continued 
for a half century UllW their 

la.nt was burned down and Dever 
rebuUt. The business was -thn. 
transferred to Clinton where the 
firm had operated a branch for 
many years. Matthlu Hovey, 
who had learned the art of aepa
rator making at Lockport, N.Y., 
W&l the mecbanlcal genf1111 of tbl 
concern ::v- clalp~ to ._e 
been the ._ ~ 
equlpJPent .,... ~ 



Back before 1920, a stage coach took trav
elers from Sparta to St. Thomas everyday 

as is shown in this postcard suppled by 
Irene Locey, St. 'Thomas. 
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The 1:1 ddl e:narcb Church . 

The h i story of our l i ttl e Church is an i nt e resting one 

and dates back be fo r e 18?9 . Befo r e that ti ~1e Bible Christian 

Readers c ame from Talbotvi lle and hel d :roo eting s in the school 

house and at diff erent ho:ne s , boa r di ng at t he hoJ:lle of :r.:r &: 

Mrs Futc her. S0me of these r eade rs wer e Messr s . Mallot , Rice, 

Allen and Rev Mr . Vibi t t ock and s on . At this time it was 

decided to build a church and t he late Mr . Peter Smoke 

& Son , Cal eb , do~~ted t he l a nd . A r.!r. Geary was engaged 

t o build t he churc h. The contra ct price was ;1000. 00. 

The late Hr . J ohn Cur tis , a:rrl John St ubbs tear.1ed t he l umber 

from London and La'!lbeth . All t he nei hbours and friends helped 

at be es until t he church was erect ed . The ~ irst preacher 

was Rev . Mr . i1illia11i_'Z' He r emaine d un til 1882 when t he chur ch 

became a rtethod i st Chur ch , and Rev Cobb became pester . It 

t hen b ec8L'le affiliated wi th Fingal . 

The first organ in t he church C..!me from a church a t 

7/aton ' s Cor ner ana t he f irst or ranist was Mrs w. Webb. The 

qua int ligh ts in t he church C8'~ f r an t e church a t FiD(;al 

and a s t he.t use d to dri p oil , a ?.~ . Pa ·e of J..'in£.-al , made little 

-oails t hat hf#Dg on th€!:1. 

In the year 1 90? a cyclone bl ew out bot h end wall s o f 

t .e c hurch . Thus it had t o be rebui l t . An alc0ve was 

added a nd a new or gan procured . 

'Ib ere has been one wedo i nr- in the Church . T.1e Bible , 

t he linen clot~ , for t he co1lllunion tal:£e , t he collect ion 

\ 
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Rev. J. A. McKi m 1943-1944 

Rev Poulter is the Present ~nister. 

THE ORG..uiTS'IS. 

Urs '3. ~;ebb. 

Urs George Campbell 

~ .• iss Saunders 

1.rs • I. '' · :.el te r 

Miss Clara H!llllphries 

:~. Trevor S tinchco~be . 
I I \ ~. 

ljs Ross '1\lfford . 

~ ~111/a/r!/dkv;t 7' #~ 

~. /}/J 
..._/} ~ ~~::00 ;to '?nz,o ;,1~~ 

~d ~cfJ~ J~, --d;/.~~a-4. 
~~~~~~-/~ 
~~ · - C-~~~~ 
~oU 1£;~ ~r-;-,~ 

C . rY. /-:' 



( 

( 

Ministers (cont'd) 

Rev. Poulter 

Rev. Killim 

Rev. H. BWlt 

- 37 a -

During Rev. Poulters pastorate, two weddings were held in the 

church. Mr. Trevor Stinchcombe, the organist for many years passed 

away in 1953. In the fall of ~ 1954, the congregation became 

so small that a meeting was held at Mr. Ross Tufford's home to 

decid~what to do. Rev. H. Johnson, St. Thomas, chairman of 

Elgin Presbytery and Rev. BWlt addressed the gathering, and it 

was decided to close the church the end of the year, dispose 

of the property and go to the Fingal church. In the spring 

of 1956 the church was sold to Mr. L Duff for $1000.00 - and 

two bonds held by the Middlemarch Treasurer, namely, Miss 

Humphries and Miss Wardell transfered to the Fingal Treasurer. 

Before the Women's Association disbanded they had the Humphries 

Monument in the Fingal Cemetery suitably engraved in loving 

memory of the family 

"Cora Tufford" 
June 1956 

The church was later torn down and Mr. Duff sold his property 

to Mr. Frank Crabe and a new home now stands where the church 

stood. 

'l'he Pulpit, the setee anc:t ~wo sic:te chai·rs and the 

~ommun1on Set from the Middlemarch ~hurch a r e in 

use at the .lona ~hristian .l!'ellowship ~hurch • 

'l'he gas light s f rom the Misslemarch ~hurch are in 

t he ba rn at the ~lgin ~ounty Museum. 

3S ----



Churches • 

Huron 1n 

... 

to 
Cllther pioneer churches In the 
deanery of Elgin - beautiful 
St. Peter's at T:-7connell, 
Christ Church at Port Stanley. 
and Trinity Church at Port 
Burwell. 

All four churches were built 
Ill Col. Thomas Talbot's day 
and their early congregations 
were made up of settlers he 

to this part of Ontario. 
Thomas Is a beautiful 

church Inside and out. It 
up by free-will offer

by a small endow
considerable volun· 

goes Into Its upkeep. 
in 1824 on a jutting 

by all 
Rapelje. 
bricks 
low. The brick transepts and 
chancel as well as the wooden 
tower and its steeple were 
added some years later. 

In 1824 St. Thomas consisted 
of about 30 dwellings. two 
stores. two taverns. a black
smith's and a tailor's sh!Jp. 

l\lalll' will pause at the pil
grimage service to think of the 
first small group of worship
pers at St. Thomas Church. 
They arrived by various means 
-some on foot. some on horse· 
back. some by carriage !though 
the roads of the day "ere al· 
most impassable>. 

Farmers. tavernkeepers. taU· 
ors. jailkeepers, blacksmiths. 
carpenters. bricklayers and 
r;ome who called themselves 

end of a pole. 
In 1838, 1839 and 1840, when 

St. Thomas was a gan-ison 
town, there were many military 
weddings of officers and men 
of the 32nd. and 85th British 
regiments. The weddings are 
listed in the church register. 

The little church was closed 
In 1875, when Trinity Church 
was built to accommodate a 
rapidly growing congregation. 
and for many years it fell into 
disrepair. The pipe organ -
built by George Voght of El· 
mira, father of the late Dr. 
Voght of Toronto who organi· 
zed the Mendelssohn Choir-

pidated church. and 
liltle old church and churt'h
}·ard are something of which 
St. Thomas can be proud. 

In 1931 the Mtt~onic Order 
unveiled a beautiful three
panel meD'Itirlal window m 
honor of ~ of the Talbot 
SetUeme~ • 

l\lan:r ...... tablets have 
been pia~ • -the eburch by 
descendadfi: #II families who 

contribute4 SO much to the 
development of Eltin County. 
There are memorials to Judge 
Charles Ermatinger. author of 
the Talbot Regime; Col. Mah· 
lon Burwell, pioneer surveyor, 
registrar and member of the 
Legislative Assembly. Daniel 
Rapelje. and many otheTs. 

In 1929 a guest book wu 
placed in the church, and 
guests from aU part of the 
world have signed. Ralph Con· 
nor visited the church that 
yeat• and made this entry: 
"This memorial church and 
churchyard stand at once a 
reminder of great hearts gone 
and of the pious regard of the 
living for things noble in our 
past which great nations will 
never let dief 

The stones in the churchyard 
bear the names of families a!'· 
sociated with the setUement 
from earliest times. 

The Chisholm family monu
ment marks the graves of 
seven members of an aristo· 
cratic family of early !lettlers 
who died w1thin a period of 

This 

He commissioned a firm In 
London, Ont., to design and 
erect a memorial to his broth· 
ers and sist~rs and his parents. 
This extraordinary monument. 
made of Italian marble, con
sists of seven tablets each 
dedicated to a membeT of the 
family. In the middle is a life· 
l'lized statue representing Hope. 
Two wrought Iron benches 
stand in front of the monumellfo 

The Chisholm fl mlly 
long thought to have fa 
victim to the so-called ,....;;&.tii~• 
holm Curse, but In the 
modern science it jq hPii,.·oililillll 
that this family died 
fever. pos!libly typhoid. 

The ceremony on June~ t
will be one of impresSM
beauty. A large altar is to 
built at one end of the 
munity centre. There will 
mas!led choir of several 
dred voices and a 60-·"Pit-~ 
military band to 
for the occasion. 
ton is expected to 
Following the service- a 
will be held at Pinafore 

Owing to the large nunol.,. 
expected at the pHgri 
vice, it was decided not 
the service at the old ch 
But all will wish to visit this 
little pioneer edifice overlook
! the at the western 
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'!be ttiddl eaarch School 

s . s. # 14 . Southwold . 

This co~~uni ty lying as i t does in the Talbot Settl~ent anc 

near St . Tho~s has always received culturAl and educational 

advanta~es from each and the disadvanta1es of a transient 

pouulation especially since the 1st Great :ar . 
rf~u 

rn 18+8 or 4 years after st. 'lbo•'l'l s was first laid out as a 

villa~e Mr . St ephen Randall opened a Gru~ar School near the 

• present site of Loveday ' s Service Station {the Lisgar Howe at 

Church & Tel ot St) . I n an uuper roo~ JUdpe Sherwood held 

~Z:,nd Sir JOhn Bevorley Robinson was c rown Attorney . 

/\ Alma College was erecLd in 1877 anq_ ""B.ny boys a nd ·irls 

of this s ection of t ue country a~ _.Z.,t~5 AL'la Call e.-.e or 

Randall ' s Gra '111B.r School , as it ~ .:tore d iff icul t to reach 

either Roger ' s Corner School in 1~alahide-t .e first in Elgin 

Count y in 1816 , or Watson ' s C6r ners erected in 1818 by colonel 

Burwell and friends . Mr . Alexander Wel on and Colonel Burwell ' s 

two sons att ended 'l.'atson ' s Corners and Ur , Wel con later t au ·ht 

there in 1833- 57 . A huge fireplace fill d one end of th room 

and the seats were slabs of wood ~oothed a little with t~e axe. 

Salaries were $300 . 00 to $400 . 00 but the t~achn r hed no 

board bill , as each fa=nily with children hel-ped board t l-Je teacher 

in t reir ho 1es . By 1830 there were 20 schools in EJ..ein , 3 in Sout h"'.'IOld 

2 Built in 1822 not sta t ed •vhere . · Ewen Ca"'18ron who cwne f r cxn. 

Innverness , Scot land to canada in 1819 tau·ht probably at Uatson ' s 

Corners before he settled on his farm nearby on t.1e shore of 

Lalt'e Erie . 



'!be first school it is s a i d in s . s . 11 14 district was 

t au (lht by Mr , Phylaro in a small s lab sided r uildi ng on the 

top of St . 'Ihomas hill. In 1840 it was r.tov ed to a lo!! hut 

Lot 42 where Mr, Alex D. Lyle now resides~and Elizabeth 

Wood t au'ilt t here . Arnon,. her puoils were 'Dlo"'Bs Fut cher 

and sister Sara. uavid King a nd sister , and Lewis Sanagan 

and sisters and earlier descendants of t he Nicols who t hen 

• 
owned the land . J . P. Fleak t hen tau ·ht in a lo~ dwelling 

on Lot 4l for a short ti~e to be f ollowed by Nobles and 

David J.:cKenz ie a mini ster . r.a.ss l.~aude Wardell ' s mother, 

Mrs J . · .• ti'ardell(Fanny Bet calfe ) atten<.ted one o f the early 

schools of this district . 

Re-arran~e~ent made t wo se ctions
1

one ru~nine from Har ry 

Thorton ' s ho "1e at Tal rot &. ?leasant to c. s. Butler ' s s i de 

r oad LQ;t 39 . lliss SP3-des , :.lis s Dodd , and :uss Andrews 

tau •'l t in a frame school on the east s ide of St . 'lhorna s 

bri dgr . The other section r an from Butle r ' s side road , 

then J~ Lyle ' s Lot 39 , to Smoke ' s Corners or Middlemar ch . 

The school was a lo~ one built on Lot 38 south now owned 

by J . F. ?.~cN1ven. J . P . Sears&.~: . F. Sears , James Becg 

and 1~ . McCormic~ were its teachers , Then Lot 33 (sou t h 

side) at Mi ddlemarch , Mr . Howe &. Sher iff MUnroe taught 

in a l og school on t he south side , Later school was 

conducted on t he north side in a fra_'lle school wi. t h j ust 

a narrow walk seoaratin~ it fro"D t he blacks ith shop which 

was located on the very north west corner . r.:r. Fraser, 



c 
ThorrJa.s Huff , Maria Caughell , Ann Spades , Charles Jones , 

Duncan Ferpuson , Uarsden Wardell , John lls, u. Col~ , 

:O~ s Capsey , Mrs '!cGallum, ' o:JBs Farr el and u. Andr ews 

were teachers . 

M.r & Mrs Alber t St inchcombe liv ed in t he school t •·1o 

years when t hey moved from La '~beth in 1887 . '!hen the 

shop was moved back and t he school renl~ ced by a cottage , 

later a store a::d upper storey added . It is s aid 1~s . 

Stinchco~be a~d r elativ es pr ovi ded f ancy ba~inr for 100 

l abourers when t he Pere Marquett e Railway was built 

in 1900 . 

A last chane·e of boundaries completed t~e pr esent 

section, No 14 Sou thwold fro~ Humphrie s sideroad Lot 29 

to t h e west boundary of Kettle Creek. A white brick s~ool 

was built on t h e nresent locati on in 1865 on a thirdi~~re . ~ 

bought from t !r Sutton Lo t 36. When it was found to be 

t oo s nall a play P" round , it was increased to half an 

acre at a cost $ 4 . 20 and later t o one acre- t he l as t 

purchase price being $100 . 00 . ~fany r esidents donated 

wo!k and mterial . La.ter r::r • .Uav id Gooding for :'lany years 

keeper at the House of Industry donated t ne flag pole from , 
his fann at Sp a:trta. 

fliss Andre~s ras teaching when t he school was IOOV ed 

t o its pres ~nt site , and wa s fo l l owed t y Lloyd , A s utton , 

F . Jones , A. r•cLarty , M. Carmron, A. Taylo r , N. Shaw, 

Miss Hatti e Robinson , A. Carmichael , J . Cloes , Ogilvie , 

3 *1> 
----
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A. ~cKillop , Mr. Slith, ~!r . Ino~esly , Elson, ehamberlain , ~~ . Chambers . 

Eliza Potticary , Ellen Potticary , w. Sllison. D. Campbell , 1lis s 

11cLean . Dr . Lipsey , Mary M. Reid , Mrs Albert Futcher supplied for 

Miss Reid while s he was ill ; and Mrs Etta Campbell. From an 

account of s . s . ff · 14 written while Mrs Canpbell WhS teacher is 

the following "Some left this section to !lain pro ninence. Charles B. 

& Jesse D. Robinson , veterinary surreons in .lashin.;-ton D. c • 

• Frank Robinson , a civil ent:;ineer who surveyed the ~ani tobtt , Ontario 

Boundary , 'Iho -:as B. Futcher , became a proMinent doctor in 

John:Hopkins Hospital , Baltimore ; Dr. sut ton of r~toc received 

his early education here, Dr . J . D. Curtis , st. Tho as is 

son of John Curtis . J . • • Wardell became a doc tor in _,fich i :o:an , 

Ja~es Kin~<' a doctor in staples , Ontario ; A. King a veterinary 

surpeon in St . Tho~s . " 

Other pupils of this school beca1e tea~hers , nurses , business 

praonates and tn'aduates of Ontario .APricul tue Colle ·e , Guelph ; 

while many more have stayed on the l and fro~ ~en~ration to 

o n ration t o help rna e this section part of the "Garden of 

Ontario . " 

P~any of our boys served in t he oreat ·· ar , and the Present War , 

and so 1e have ~de the supre~e sacrifice . T • honour roll in 

... iddl 1arch Church shows t 'le na:.es of many pupils a.,d ~'"rea uates 

from our school . Robena Lyle of Chica~o served as a nurEe in t he 

1st Great ~ar . She gr aauated also from tnis sc1ool , 15 tea~hers 

foll owed , 7 of t'le'll -radu~:~tes of t his school. Miss "~"e rtha Kinf , 

M:rs Neil MUnro , !.~s Willian Lyle , Velma Kaiser , Alanna camubell , 
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Gr ace Noble , :Mrs Alex Lyle . Mrs s . Fulton. (now teachinr at River Rd . ) 

Mrs J . R. Flitcher , r.:!lr y Ca n.pbell , ZJ.sia Pretty, ~·~s Frank Curtis . 

Fercw; ·ccall (n w Overseas) but who had t he lonres t record 12 

years,Hrs Edna King Silcox , su-pplied for . .:r. ·.:cCall for a ti 'le . 

~.:arvell Kniffen , Anne 'i'u:ffor u , and our present teacher Katherine Ysung. 

Here we wish to Menti on "t--:Q,. teache rs who gr aduated f r om S . S . #. 14 

but never taurh t t~e school ; Annie Lyle of ~~anton , Alberta , of ~hom 

it i s s aid t hat many :nen end wo"len of the west attribut e t .,e ir • 
~ 

success in life to n er s 1lenoid teaching. ~ otn r t eac .er is 

Mrs "iillian .t~.yearst , da 1-hter of Salathie l 9m·tis . 
X . 

Dur1 ng 1944 we :nour n the passing of t."Jo for::1er tea..:ners of 

S . S . J. 14, Miss uar y Reid of Ac t on , who tau ·~.t hare many years 

ago but kept in t ouc "> by letter \'li t h "'Bny of her pu·Jils und 

friends ; and ~~8 Er ie Taylor (jlenna Ca1pbell) whose sudden 

deat h in London was ':!. shock to h r many frie nds here . 

lhe white rrick s cho ;l of 1865 was replaced by our 

present red brick school in 1906 , a nd r .• r s Neil Mtmro t au·nt in the 

Gr ane-e Hall durinf7 i ts construction. 'lhe yard was levelled and 

imJr oved in 1928 , perennials planted and spirea hed~e planted 

under t he s ponsorshi p o f Ui ddlanarch Women ' s !nsti tute , 

under t he direction of Ross Tufford , C. s . Butler, and 

Salath iel Curtis . 

U.r , Salathiel Curtis is one of the old est secret ary Treasuers 

in the Provi nce of Ontari o .tith our fort y years of service in 1944. 
,:) 

accor ding to an appreciative address sent by the Inspector J , c . S"'lith. 

LfD ---
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